chap. 3. Commonwealth Constitutional Relations       455
by Councils, In contrast to Lieutenant-Governors in Canada, State
Governors are appointed, by the Crown and are still appointed on
the advice of the Government of the United Kingdom after consul-
tation with the State concerned. In similar contrast there are direct
relations between the States and that Government in relation to the
disallowance and reservation of legislation, the terms of which are
contained in the Instructions to the Governors. If the dismissal of
Mr. Lang, the State Premier, by the Governor of New South Wales
in 1932 was constitutional, it would appear that a State Governor
has wider constitutional powers than those of a Governor-General
of a Dominion. Mr. Lang's Ministry commanded a majority in the
Lower House, but was dismissed on the grounds that it was in-
structing officials to break the law. The States are subject to the
provisions of the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865.1
The States possess all the powers that they possessed at the time Distribution
of federation, except those exclusively assigned to the Common- of Powers,
wealth. State powers cover most matters which concern the ordinary
well-being of the citizen.2 The Commonwealth possesses only those
powers assigned to it by the constitution. Some of the assigned sub-
jects were not within the powers of the States at the time of federa-
tion, but where the States had power, that power remains concurrent
with that of the Commonwealth, unless the subject of the power is
expressed to be exclusively assigned to the Commonwealth. Where,
however, on a subject of concurrent powers, a State law is inconsis-
tent with a Commonwealth law, the latter prevails. The State courts
exercise both federal and State jurisdiction, except that State
Supreme Courts have no jurisdiction over disputes as to the limits
inter se of the constitutional powers of the Commonwealth and those
of any State or States, or as to the limits inter se of the constitutional
powers of any two or more States.3 An appeal lies from the State
Supreme Courts either to the High Court of Australia or to the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.4 The High Court of
Australia possesses appellate jurisdiction and also an original
federal jurisdiction.
The constitution of the Commonwealth is contained in the Constitu-
Schedule to the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act, 1900,
and may be amended by a law which has received the approval on
a referendum of a majority of all the voters in the Commonwealth
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8 This limitation does not exclude jurisdiction over a dispute as to the powers
of a particular State on a subject over which neither Commonwealth nor States
have power, or over which the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth is undisputed
and only the State's power is in question: James v. Cowan, [1932] A.C. 542.
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